DECEMBER 13, 2009

Mass Intention
Sunday, December 13, 8:30 AM: Tim Rubio +
Sunday, December 13, 10:00 AM: Fr. James Lanagan +
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OLHC CHRISTMAS SEASON SCHEDULE

OLHC Penance Service —Dec. 21, 7:00 PM

Christmas Eve Masses
Thursday, Dec. 24, 5:00 PM — Children’s Mass
Thursday, Dec. 24, 8:00 PM — Solemn Mass at
Christmas
(Please Note: No Midnight Mass)

Christmas Day Masses
Friday, Dec. 25, 8:30 AM — First Mass of the Day
Friday, Dec. 25,10:00 AM —Mass for the Holy Day
(Please Note: No 11:30 AM Mass)

New Year’s Eve / New Year’s Day Masses
Thursday, Dec. 31, 5:00 PM — Vigil, Mary Mother of God
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Friday, January 1, 2010, 9:00 AM — Mary, Mother of God

3 34 36 3 e 3 3 e 3 e e 3 e e 3 e 3 3 e 3 3 e 3 3 e 3 3 e 3 3 e 3 3 e 3 o e 3 3 e 3 o e 3 e e o o e 3 0 e o ok e 2 2

Retirement Fund for Religious
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

During his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus instructs us to
make our faith visible so that others will be led to God:
“Just so, your light must shine before others, that they
may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly
Father” (Mt 5:16). Women and men religious heed this call
by their witness to gospel values and their commitment to
serving those around them. In our often troubled world,
they remain a visible sign of Christ’s love.

Throughout their lives, women and men religious in-
vest in faith and in the future of others. Today, many are
frail, elderly, and in need of assistance. This year, the an-
nual appeal for the Retirement Fund for Religious will
be held in our parishes on December 12-13. I understand
that times are challenging and many of you face increased
financial burdens. I ask that you simply give what you
can. Most importantly, please pray for all religious, that
they may continue to be beacons of faith and hope who
lead others to Christ, and for vocations to religious life.

Sincerely in Christ,
Most Reverend Barry C. Knestout
Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia

Prayer Requests
For those dealing with illness, especially Charles Galla-
gher, Dominick Saltaformaggio, Nate Ryon, Joseph Gant,
Nancy Smallwood, Carmen Cordova, Velma Lowe, Cath-
erine Poole, La Marie Bruce, Eusebio Reyes, and for all
of our military and civilians serving in harm’s way.
Our condolences to the family and friends of Eric Davis.

Christmas Poinsettias

Help the Altar Guild decorate the altar for the Christmas
season by purchasing a poinsettia in memory of a loved
one. Donations are $15.00. The Altar Guild members will
be collecting after each Mass until December 20. You may
also drop off your donation at the parish office during
the week. Names of your loved ones will be listed in the
bulletin at the end of December.

Altar Guild Meeting

There will be a meeting of the Altar Guild on Wednes-
day, December 16, at 7:00 p.m. New members are always
needed and welcome.

Christmas Food Baskets

During these difficult times we are receiving a great in-
crease in the number of people asking for a Christmas
basket. We are seeking contributions for our holiday
food baskets for those in need in our community. We are
asking for very specific donations to help make the meals
complete. We need canned vegetables or fruits, cranberry
sauce, stuffing mix, canned sweet potatoes, and other
“holiday meal” food items. Any cash donations may be
placed in an envelope marked “Holiday Food Baskets”
and put in the collection basket or the poor box; these
will be used to purchase perishable and non-perishables
for the baskets. Please place your food donations in the
boxes marked “Holiday Food Baskets”.

The Knights of Columbus, with George Cronin as chair-
person, have volunteered to head up the Christmas Bas-
ket project. If you would like to volunteer to help, Sat-
urday, Dec. 19, at 6:00 a.m., the baskets will be organ-
ized, in the Social Hall. On Sunday, Dec. 20, following
10:00 a.m. Mass, the delivery of the baskets will begin
from the Social Hall.




THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

NO CCD: There will be no CCD classes on Dec.20/21
and Dec. 27/28, 2009 in observance of the Christmas and
New Year’s Day holidays. Classes will resume January
3/4,2010.
Youth Group
Dec. 13: All members are asked to be at the church by
4:30 PM for a Chili Dog Dinner before going Christmas
Caroling at Morningside. Dec. 20: No Meeting. Our par-
ish Youth Group is open to all in grades 8-12. Please feel
free to contact Joe Mezaros, (301) 609-8761, or Machelle
Proctor, (301) 893-9410.
Aluminum Can Collection
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We have resumed our recycling project of aluminum
cans only. The proceeds from this project go into the par-
ish poor box. The can collection container is located near
the Religious Education classrooms on Sunday and Mon-
day. Thank you to all who have made this project a suc-
cess.
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Pro-Life News

In the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue,
and participation in political life is a moral obligation. As the
Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us, “It is necessary
that all participate, each according to his position and role, in
promoting the common good. This obligation is inherent in
the dignity of the human person. As far as possible, citizens
should take an active part in public life.” (nos. 1913-1915) Let
your voice be heard! Contact your senators by e-mail or call
them about your concerns. Go to mdcathcon.org to “Take
Action”.

UPDATE: Month 3! Your baby is quite active in the womb
now. Your spiritually adopted baby can squint, swallow and
move her tongue. She/he can make a tight fist if you touch
their palm. He/she is breathing amniotic fluid which contin-
ues until birth, although they obtain the oxygen her/his body
needs through the umbilical cord. The baby you are praying
for weighs one ounce.

SHARE

Many thanks to the many volunteers who helped with the
SHARE program on November 21. All the extra hands made
quick work of the effort and lightened the load. The next
SHARE program will be held on Saturday, December 19, at
6:00 a.m., in the Social Hall. If you would like to volunteer,
we would love to see you there!

Inclement Weather Policy

If the Charles County schools are either on a two hour delay
or closed due to weather conditions, the weekday Mass will
not be held.

The parish office will follow the Charles County school’s
closings/delays/early dismissals due to weather conditions.

OUR LADY’S LITTLE CHRISTIANS PRESCHOOL

Chick-fil-A Calendars: OLLC is taking orders for the
2010 Chick-fil-A calendars. They cost only $ 6.00 each
and have $30.00 worth of free coupons! You can pay
by cash or check made payable to Our Lady’s Little
Christians. Money earned will support preschool ac-
tivities. Last day to order is December 8.

The OLLC Tuition Assistance Fund helps OLLC fami-
lies who may be unable to meet their tuition obligation
due to financial hardship. Please consider donating to
this worthy cause so that no family will have to leave
our school mid-year. All donations may be brought to
the church office during regular business hours and
may be made in honor or memory of a loved one.

The Giving Tree: Please place your donation of new
children’s hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves on the tree
in the main office foyer. All items will be donated to
the Children’s Aid Society on Dec. 14.

Note: Five Below at the Waldorf Marketplace: will be
donating a portion of their sales back to our school dur-
ing the entire week of Dec. 6-12 ! This is a great place
to pick up stocking stuffers and other gifts. Then, on
Wed., Dec. 9, take a break from your holiday shopping
and join us for dinner (pay as you go) at Three Brothers
Italian Restaurant (also at the Waldorf Marketplace)
from 5-9:30 p.m.. At both places, just mention that you
want to support Our Lady’s Little Christians Preschool.
Thank you for your support!

* * * *

Community Bulletin Board

St. Mary’s Bryantown School: has a current opening
for a fourth grade teacher. Qualified applicants must
have a Bachelor’s Degree and certificate from the state
of Maryland. Teaching experience is preferred. If in-
terested, please send resume, transcripts and an appli-
cation for employment from the Archdiocese of Wash-
ington’s website: www.adw.org to St. Mary’s Bryan-
town School, 13575 Notre Dame Place, Bryantown, Md.

20617, Attn: Mrs. Sharon Caniglia. For further info, call
301-843-3387.
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Just A Reminder: Any information or flyers for the par-
ish bulletin board must be approved by the Pastor be-
fore posting. Thank you.




